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You can sound these words out. Practice them before 

you start to read the book. 

plenty 

trusting 

twitch  twitched 

stronger 

tunnels 

burrow 

baby   babies 

 

 

 

This is an easy, phonic, decodable reader for those 

who know the most common digraphs                              

and trigraphs. 
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Pam and Sam are enjoying an evening walk 

in the woods with their mother and Jiff, 

the dog. The sun is starting to go down, 

but there is still plenty of light. Jiff stops 

on the track and pricks up his ears. 

"Jiff has seen a rabbit," said Sam. 

"Jiff, sit," said Mother. 

Jiff sat, and they all stood still and looked 

around. 

"Shh!" said Mother. "Look over there by 

that tall tree." 

They all looked, and there was a little 

rabbit. The rabbit was trusting his brown 

plenty         
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fur to hide him and was nibbling the stems 

of grass under the tree. 

As they stopped on the track, they saw the 

rabbit lift his head and stand on his back 

legs. His nose twitched, and he turned his 

long ears to hear them better. 

"He knows we are here," said Mother. 

trusting       twitching      
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Then the rabbit ran away. 

They saw the rabbit leap on his back legs. 

“Rabbits cannot run very well,” said 

Mother, “as their back legs are much 

stronger than their front legs.” 

“The rabbit thinks we might harm him,” 

said Mother. “He has gone back to his 

home.” 

“Where is his home?” asked Pam. 

“In a hole under the ground,” said Mother. 

As they walked along the path, they could 

see lots of holes.  

“Here is a big hole,” said Sam. 

stronger      burrows      tunnels   
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“Here is another one,” said Pam. 

“Some are big, and some are small,” said 

Mother. “Some will have been made by 

two or more rabbits, digging with their 

front paws in the sandy soil and kicking 

out the loose soil with their back legs.” 

“Where do the holes go?” asked Sam. 

 

“The holes lead to 

the rabbit’s 

burrows, and 

there are lots of 

tunnels between 

the burrows,” said 

Mother. 
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“A Rabbit mother makes a new burrow 

where she can make a nest. Here she can 

have her babies.” said Mother. 

“She pulls fur from her own body to line 

the nest and make it soft.” 

“Does it hurt her to pull her fur out?” 

asked Pam. 

“No, it does not,” said Mother. 

“When the babies are born, the mother 

goes out to look for food. She uses sticks 

and dry leaves to close the hole while she 

is away.” 

 

 

babies      
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“She does not want anyone to know where 

her babies are - not even their father - to 

keep them quite safe.”                                     

“Every night she goes back to the nest to 

feed them, and she stays with them until 

dawn,” said Mother. 

“When do they join with the other 

rabbits?” asked Sam. 

“Not until they 

are two weeks 

old, “said 

Mother.                  

“Then the 

mother takes 

them back to 

her burrow.” 
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Rabbits like being together. 

“The mother will lick the babies to keep 

them clean.” 

“Does she feed them like the birds feed 

their chicks?” asked Pam. 

“No,” said Mother. “Now they can go out 

to feed with her. They follow her. They can 

see her white tail in the shadows even 

when it is getting dark.” 

 

 

shadows       
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“What do they eat,” asked Sam. 

“They eat leaves and shoots of grass and 

other plants,” said Mother.  “They have 

very sharp front teeth. At the back of their 

mouth, they have lots of smaller teeth, but 

they are not so sharp. The front teeth are 

for biting and the back ones for chewing.” 

 

By now, they were back at the farm. 

“Well, that was a good walk,” said 

Mother. 

“Yes,” said Sam and 

Pam, “we enjoyed 

our walk.” 
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If you get up at sunrise, or go out 

just as it is getting dark, then look 

out for rabbits. 

This is the best time to see 

rabbits as they come out to feed. 


