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These words are odd words. practice them on flashcards 

before reading this book. 

once    

who     

hello     

does 
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Talk about these words with your child before reading 

this book. They all sound out. 

 

calendar   break it up cal  en dar 

costume   cost ume 

adults   Simply sound this word out ad ult 

several   sev er al 

 

 

This book is to be read after the sound 

 ly 

has been learnt. 
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It was Summer and the family were going 

on holiday. 

They were going to stay in a house in 

Wales, near to the mountains. 

Sam and Pam ticked off the days on the   

calendar daily.  

“One more day to go,” said Sam. 

“The beaches in Wales are very sandy,” 

said Dad. “Do pack your buckets and 

spades.” 

 “And don’t forget your swimming   

 costumes,” said Mum.   



 

 

 

It was a long way to Wales. They stopped 

several times, but by tea time, they were 

parking outside the house and unlocking 

the door. Pam and Sam rushed in. They 

badly wanted to choose their bedroom. 

“I will have this one,” said Sam. “I can see 

the river.” 

“I like this bedroom,” said Pam, “it has 

pink wall paper.” 

“Come on you two!” called Dad, “Come 

and help unpack the car.” 

They ran to help. 
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Over tea, they talked about their plans for the 

holiday. 

“We simply want to go to the beach every 

day!” agreed Pam and Sam. 

“Yes, but Mum and I would like to go up a 

mountain one day too,” said Dad. “There is one 

at the back of our house here that is not too 

hard to get up.” 

The next day it rained. Sam was really glum 

when he saw the rain. 

“It does tend to rain a lot in Wales, but it 

might clear up later. Don’t panic!” 

 



 

 

 

Dad was right. The sun soon came out and 

they went to the beach. They had lots of fun 

digging and splashing in the water. 

 

 

 

 

 

The next day they went up the mountain. Some 

parts of the walk were very steep, while some 

bits were quite flat. Near the top, there were 

quite a lot of big rocks. They had to crawl over 

them. 
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The next day Dad said they were going to see 

some friends of his who lived nearby. 

“Who are these friends, Dad?” said Pam. 

Once they were at the top they stood and 

looked. They could see for miles. 

“Isn’t it good!” said Dad. “It was not easy        

getting here, but it is a good feeling to be so 

high up!” 



 

 

“The man went to school with me many years 

ago,” said Dad. He has a big house with a 

stream at the end of the garden.” 

“Does he have any children?” said Sam. 

“Yes, he has two children, about the same age 

as you two. You will have fun.” 

When they arrived at the house, the children 

were waiting to meet them. 

“Hello,” they said. “Dad and Mum are                          

waiting indoors for you. Come with us.” 

Tom and June had a good chat with Tom’s 

friend. The children all played well together in 

the stream, getting very wet! 
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All too soon the holiday came to an end. 

“It feels as if the week has hardly started,” 

complained Sam. “I could stay here for ever.” 

“Can we come back here next year?” said 

Pam. 

“We will see,” said Dad. 

Sadly, they packed the car and then started 

the long drive home. 

They arrived safely, late in the evening. 

 

 



 

 

“You must go to bed, it is late,” said Mum. 

“Goodnight Mum, goodnight Dad,” said the 

children. “That was the best holiday ever!” 

“Goodnight. Sweet dreams!” said Mum and 

Dad. 
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